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‘EEMORANYEY fer the Direetor 


| Pellowirg is the report of activities for Yellowstone “ational “ark 
for the menth of Deeenber 19): 


Weather Conditions. The weather during the senth was similar to Ghat 
ef December « year Sfo--relatively wild with ve ery little precipitation. 

| Only two sub-sero temperaturcs were recorie’, 10" below om the 23rd and 
i’ 5° below on the 25th, amd the Light snewfell did nct raguire auch opening 

ef roads sround Yeanoth or between Meameth and Gardiner and “eecoth and 

Cooke. The latter section of highway waa cept osen throughout the month 

| fer the cvenefit of Cooke residents. Cara were driven to Sid “eithfal and 
| est Yellowstone on the 19th. 


| Total precipitation for the manth was .% ineh, as erminat .55 Lach 
i) & yoar ago and 1.15 inches in Uecember 19.42. dhe mean precipitation for 

Becesber is 1.15 inches. The maximum teaperature for Secember me Y2° on 
the first and the minima -18° on the 25rd. There were 15 clear days, 4 
partly cloudy and 11 cleudy days during the month. 


Smow depths for west points in the interior ef the vark increased gen- 
‘siderably during the month. 4 comparison of ence depths for the mast 5 
eps at seve of the points in the park at the ond ef the year were aa 
fellows: 


COMPARATTIY 4 SEOY OSPTES PLES Va ewy 


Lie i 19445 195i 
Bechler River iga® 43" < 26" PY a 
Ranch - 6-5" i6* §* 13° 
Gaseade Creek &” - - 20" 63" 
- 10" ao" 6" 1" 
Madisen Junction 20" 16" “ 10° 15" 
-” 5” ig" i T 
Eorthesst intrance = - 23" 3a" 33" 21" 
old Yeaithful - 52" i)” 20" 
‘Sporteran's Lake 15* - - ~ - 
Best Yellowstone 2),” 2u* 37” 1o* 21" 
Tower Yalle - 10" 20" 7-5" 1G.4 
- - - 16” 15” 
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_ on December © for cenver, where he will be on official business and anrmusl 


Special Activities. Cuperintendent Hogers departed by Government scar 


leave until the first week in January when he ie due to go to “maha for a 


i meeting of Kegion Two Superintendents starting January G. Assistant “uper- 


intendent Johnston was acting in his absence. Avting “uperintendent 
Johnston attended a meeting of the Streas “ollution Committes of the Abearoka 
Conservation Conmittee in Livingston on Cecember 9 with chief senger darrows 


,. and went to Sillings on Cecember 15 to attend a esting ef the Yellowstone 


River Compact Comittee, returning to headquarters on the 17th. <asigtant 
to the Superintendent Joffe was acting during hia absences. Messrs. Srodrick, 
Joffe, vans, Barrows and iobinson attended a mesting of the Park County 

Rod and Gun Club in Livingston on the wvening of December Gl. Mr. Srodrick 
showed a reel of Yellowstone sovies as the feature of the provram. 


Clerk William #. veve departed on Secember 10 for Friant, California, 
to which leeation ho was transferred for service with the Surgau of <eclama- 
tion. Charles C. *hite arrived in the park on Sucember 11 and entered on 
duty as a park ranger the following day. is#l “right entered on duty as « 
relief telephone operator on the 1 th. 

Several employees received their induction orders during the month and 
deferments were requested in some cases. istrict fark Sanger Uugh &. ~bert 
was deferred because of hie age. It is expected that 4 or . sembers of 
our organisation will be inducted into the armed forces next month. 


Moliday activities carrisd on in the park were similar to that of a 
year ago. A committee consisting of 41 illiott, Chairman, “illiam right, 
Harold Brodrick, Yrs. Dick White, Mrs. Gworge iexullin and “re. selly 
Macabeer was appointed to arrange the Ghristmes pregranm. 4 Christmas program 
put on by the Manmoth school children was held in the Canteen on Jecember 22 
when Santa Claus made his appesrance and distributed candy, nuts, oranges 


} and other goodies to the children. ‘he Sumiay Jehool classes held a special 


program in the Hammoth Chapel on Sunday morning, Secumber 2). The Yarmotn 
school was closed for the holidays fron Jecember 22 to dJanusry ¢. All sam- 
Ployees whose services could be spared were excused from 5 to } Pome on 
December 23, in accordance with instructions received froe the se@zion two 
orfice. 


The Sixth War Loan Drive officially slosed on “ecamber 16 but the park 


ia Was credited with all sales made during becember and with pay roll deductions 


for the month. The park acted again as a unit of the State of “yoming in 


| this drive and despite a large quota of 224,000, was the first unit in the 


State to go over the top. The park finished the drive with sales totaling 
$41,515.62, $23,111.62 of which wis credited to imdividwal sales. The total 


sales were 180% of the quota. the I[nterdepartmental quota for the park, 


Ay. $7,061.85, which was 55% of the September pay roll, was exceeded, the pork 
finishing with sales totaling $8,218.62, or 116.55% of the quota. 


An additional check for §202.00 was received from ©. |. Lamilten, park 


operator, for the purchase of a Hammond organ for the Mammoth Chapel. “r. 
and Mrs. Hamilton were married in this chapel on september 20, 192U and 
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| Mr. Hamilton has domated 41,702 for the purchase of the organ in the year 
| of his 25th wedding anniversary. An order has been placed for the orran 
and delivery is expected in time for spacial caster services. 


Inspections. Ur. %. Kk. “uortrup, in “harge, Sear River “iidlife %e- 
esearch svation, fish and “ildlife Service, Brighen, Utah, in Yecembar 2 
for study of buffalo disease, departed Secember 19 vine west; Lt. Col. Prank 
B. Queen, Bushnell General Hospital, 2righam, Utah, in December 14 to sssist 
Dr. (uortrup in brucellosis studies, out 1lyth. 


Plans, Yaps and Surveys. The Project Construction Program wss revised, 
separating the priority list for “Minor Roads” from that of “hysical Improve- 
mente.” Some time was alao spent on the new road maintenance program. 


General Publicity. Ho press releases or pictures were sent out from 
| the park during the aonth. 


Read Haintenance. iiaintenance for the month was very light, consisting 
chiefly of patrol operations to remove loose rocks from the road surface. 
Mountain sheep inhabiting the north end of tt. “verta loosen large quantities 
of reck which roll to the road and make it necessary to vetrol this section 
once and sometimes twice daily. 


The new dise sand spreader was used two or three timss during the month 
and has proven to be a great labor and material saver. 


Considerable snow fall on Veocenber 2U, making it necessary to operate 
the snowplows. fhe snow varied from approximately 5 inches at Yaumeth to 
12 inches at Cooke. The push type plows wsre used. 


There were no serious read sainienance prebleme during the past year. 
There was a shortage of labor but the s@asom was unusually long end ne serious 
forest fires interrupted the road maintenance operations. All read sections 
are in fair shape, but the bituminous surfacing is raveling on the shoulders 
in a great many places and the varth shoulders need reshaping. ‘ome guard 
| rail wee replaced in the Canyon area and on the aast sntrance road, but 
| there remain large quantities that are falling from their own weight. 


. About two miles of the Sullatin section were stabilized and are ready 
fer bituminous mat. 


taintenance of minor roads has been somewhat neglected, as efforts were 
eoncentrated on the higher stendard major rond sections which receive the 
heaviest travel. 


9 Other Maintenance. Koutine maintenance on buildings was carried on 
at Mammoth by the carpenters, painters and plumbers. 


yy “ark Operators. Mr. J. J. laynes visited the park fran ‘ecember 8 to 
10 and made en r trip to the park on the jlat. the general store at 
Hemoth remained open throughout the month te take care of local residents. 
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j Wuseum Activities and icxhibite. Chief var “aturalist Sauer wes on 

‘| annual eave froa Lecember 5 to the end of the month. ark Maturralist jroed- 
rick continued work on the checking of catalogue cards and the items in the 
‘| museum storage. “re. Brodrick exhibited the 1600 foot film “Tour Around 

| Yellowstone National Park” at a meeting of the rark County fod and Gan Club 
at Livingston on December 21, at which about 235 peovle were present. Ths 
Rotary ond Kiwanis Clubs and the general public were invited to the mewting. 


i Research and Observations. fhe copying of the wanuseript by the late 
‘|| *rofessor James He Seniltom on “The Wistory of Yellowstone National Park” 
| was completed during the month. 


Inerease or Decrease in Travel. Two humired thirty-two persens ontered 
|| the park during December as compared with 151 for thw same month in 1943. 

| The total persons entering the park for the travel year is 4,517 aa compared 
_ to 3,071 persons for 191,3, an increase of {0.5 per cent. 


Sighty cars entered the park in December as compared with 5< for the 

_ $ane month in 19'3. The total cars for this travel year is 1,416, as compsred 

to 987 for 1913, an increase of 43./; per cent. 

ia Ranger Service. An intensive night patrol has been maintained along 
 Bighway 1OT in the Gallatin area. Wo viclations ocourred, probably as a 

result of the patrol. 

| Sight rangers assisted Or. <uortrup, of the Fish and ‘lidlife service, 
in collecting five bison for study purposes on December 16. “Lhe carcasses 

were skinned and split by the rangers for disposal to thse Crow indian Ageney. 


fh Although hunting conditions along the north lines were not very good, 
quite a number of hunters wore out and a constant patrol was secessary. 


‘ Police Protectia. Ho viclations occurred during Oecember. %U. oe Come 
missioner T. Paul “ilcox was ebsent from the park throughout the month on 
- annual leave. 


Wiidlife Administration. Deer. ‘the apparent decrease in the number 
ef deer seen in the park continues to be « subject of concern. A patrol 

| from Tower Falls to Little Cottonwood, Hellrosring and Slough Creek did not 
reveal a single animal, although one buck, three dows and one fawn have fre- 
| qQuented the area near the Tower Falls Hanger “tation. A mature deer was 

| killed by coyotes near the mouth of the Lamar Kiver about Uecenber 10. 

| Rengers were unable to find any deer sign in the Lamor District in areas 
where several favorable areas forserly provided winter range for small herde 
of these animals. Very few deer were seen in the vicinity of Lower SJlacktail 
and nearly all of ths deer actually seen were found in the lower parts of 
the “amoth District and even here they do not sex to be present in lerge 
Sumbers. Only nine deer are «nown to frequent the Old ralthfui area and 

) none was seen between there and Madison Junction in areas where approximately 
100 of these animals were found during the winter of 1934-45. Light snow 
sonditions over the northern winter range make it undesirable te make a 
Complete census at this time. 
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‘| Bighorn. some preliminary distribution studies o: tne bighorn were 
made in late Secember. A total of 91 bighorns, vonsiating of 29 rams, | 

i ewes, and 17 lembs, was counted. in the Tower fulls District, one small 

band of 7 bighorne, consisting of 1 young ram, 5 mature ewes, anc * lambs 

| frequented the east bank of the Yellowstone Siver in the vicinity of Junetion 
Butte. Another band of 25, sonsisting of 4 old rams, 1) owes and yeorlings, 
and 6 lambs, was seen on the east bank of the Yellowstone Siver epnesite 


| Tower Falis. DOr. %. Re Quortrup noted that one lamb seen near the lower 
Gardiner Kiver appeared to be suffering from verminous pmeumonia, but efforts 


to ssoure the animal for oxemination were unsuccessful. 


Bison. Ure G 2 “uortrup, of the Bear Fiver *ildlife Cissase Research 
Stetion, arrived in the perk on iecember 2 and left on fecember 19. uring 
| his stey he collected bison body discharges in the ‘elican, “ountain, layden 
| Valley, and Lamar areas. On December 16, Mea bison (one bull and four cows} 
| were killed in the Horseshoe area to supply weterial needed by br. <uortrup. 
Two cows gave a positive reaction to the brucellosis test and ong cow was 
Classified as a auspect. Certain viscera material and two hides were teken 
by Dr. Guortrup and the meat and tires hides were turned over to the Crow 
Indian Agency which sent a truck to the park for these croduets. Or. juortrup 
spent considerable time reviewing park revords cf bison and in gathering in- 
formation regarding the range and migrations of those animals. A reeord of 
shipments ef live bison was compiled and « copy furmished to Or. .vortrup. 


Me Range Utilization. ‘now depths over the winter range varivd from 1; 

i inched ao Gaus of The igher slopes with northern exposures to no snes on 
large areas having « southern exposure. The average snow depth on the winter 
range was about 7 inches during the month. The snow wae loose and cranulated 
ao that abundant forage was available to all racing animmls using the range. 
_ This made for sxcellent distribution of the animals and neurly ideal whilize- 
tion of forage. Forage utilization consisted elmest entirely of crazing on 

| the abundant grasses and browsing was largely senfined to rabbitbrush. ‘there 
| Was no important browsing <n aspen, willows, or conifers. 


élk. The olk remained well distributed over the bisher and middle perts 
of the winter ranges and no marked migrations to lower ranges or areas outside 
the park ocourred. fhe animals remained in comparatively small bands and 
made little use of the lower parts of the range inside the park. Conditions 


were observed to be similar to those of « year ago when snow depths were alse 


considerably below normal. 


Hunt Season. Uallatin Area: A complete raport covering ths hunting 
season on the callatin area shows that 62 deer were teken by the tine the 
@eason closed on Nevember 15 and thet We elk were taken through Jecenber 1. 
The desired kill had previously been set at 900 elk so that the goal was 
practically attainsd. 


ty Park County: “he lack of snow and the availability of abundant forage 
in the park were responsible for the poor hunting conditions north of the 
park boundary. Most of the olk taken during Secember were killed near the 


if head of Crevice Gulch and consisted mostly of bulls. it is estimmted that 


approximately 100 elk from the Northern Yellowstone herd have been taken by 
hunters thie season. 
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Idsho, fremont County: The open season on elk in Fremont County, Idaho 
produced a kill of 2) cows, 25 bulls, and 4 calves. This season closed on 
Beeember 15. 


Building fire Fretection. The various organized crews which form the 
Mammoth Fire Department were given training during the month and a new 
eehedule of week-end and night duty was put into effect. Ali larce fire 
ladders were reconditioned and refinished by Srotection Division sersonnel. 


Accidents. Two minor automobile accidents occurred during Secenber. 


Wiscellaneous. The regular monthly meeting of ‘eders] imclovees Union 
Ree LO5 was held in the Canteen on Secember i. it was ths farewell] wosting 
for William 8. "weve, President, who transferred on December Li te the Surevau 
of Koolamation, Yriant, California. 


| & ao was born to scoounting Clerk and “rs. uasoy &. Yan Cott at the 
Hely Cross Hospital, Salt Lake City, ‘tah, on ‘ecenber 9. fhe new arrival 
was named ifark Lakoy. 


Lt. (jogo) Sarl Ye. Semingsen, J. 5. Cosst Guerd, former District “ark 
Ranger, visited the park from iecember 6 to 9. First Lt. franeis U. laloue, 
former chief ianger, visited the park with ra. La’oue on December 2 and 29. 


Fred 7. Johnston, 
Aoting Superintendent. 
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January 1, 1945 


| WEMORANDUM for the Superintendent, 


Yellowstone National Park. 


The following is a report of the activities under the supervision of 


| engineering for the month of December, 192). 


re ee ee 


The Project Construction Program was revised, separating the priority 


list for "minor roads" from that of "physical improvements". Some time was 


also spent on the new road maintenance program. 
Road Maintenance 


Maintenance for the month was very light, consisting chiefly of patrol 
operations to remove loose rock from the road surface. Mountain sheep playing 
on the north end of Mt. Everts loosen large quantities of rock which roll to 
the road and make it necessary to patrol this section once and sometimes twice 
daily. 


The new disc sand spreader was used two or three times during the month 
and it has proved to be a great labor and material saver. 


On December 20 considerable snow fell, making it necessary to get out the 
snow plows. The snow varied from approximately 5 inches at Mammoth to 12 
inches at Cooke. The push type plows were used. 


During the past year we had no serious maintenance problems. There was a 
shortage of labor, but the season was unusually long and no serious fires 
interrupted our operations. All road sections are in fair shape; but the 
bituminous surfacing is raveling on the shoulders in a great many places and 
the earth shoulders need reshaping. 


Some guard reil was placed in the Canyon area and on the East Entrance 


road, but there remains large quantities that are falling from their own weight. 


About two miles of the Gallatin section was stabilized and is ready for the 


bituminous mat. 


Maintenance of minor roads has been somewhat neglected, concentrating our 
efforts on the more used and higher standard major roed sectionse 


Building Maintenance consisted of routine operations throughout the monthe 


| | HAL N76 Abyant 
cc: Region Two Office “Phi He Wohlbrendt 
(In triplicate) rk Engineer 
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